Syllabus: Semantics versus Pragmatics: Derogatory Speech
Teoretisk Filosofi, Magisterkurs, Stockholm Universitet

COURSE DESCRIPTION

What aspects of linguistic meaning belong to semantics and what aspects belong to pragmatics
remains a controversial question. The objective in this course is to address this question by
considering a comparatively small but currently widely studied aspect of natural language,
namely slurs and other kinds of derogatory speech. We begin by covering some foundational
topics in pragmatics and then move on to consider a range of recent analyses of slurs. We
will be particularly concerned with the following questions:

(a) Can a plausible theory of slurs be constructed using already familiar semantic and/or
pragmatic resources?

(b) Will such a theory fit with a standard distinction between semantics and pragmatics?

In the second part of the course, we will turn our attention to a different and slightly more
subtle kind of derogatory speech, namely racial and gender generics. Our main focus will
be on determining what a plausible theory of generic statements must look like, but we will
also touch on certain normative issues, e.g. whether racial and gender generics are inherently
problematic and therefore ought to never be used.

INSTRUCTOR / CONTACT

Dr. Anders J. Schoubye

Senior Lecturer, Stockholm University.
Contact: schoubye@gmail.com

LOCATION/TIME/OFFICE HOURS
Location: D734, S6dra huset hus D
Time: Tuesdays 13-15, Wednesdays 14-16.
Office Hours: TBD

COURSE FORMAT

This class will be a mix of lectures and class discussion. Each class will focus on roughly two
key papers which will be discussed in detail. Students are expected to have read the relevant
papers before each class and have prepared discussion questions.

EXAMINATION

Students are required to submit a 5000 word paper by the end of term on a topic related to
the topics of the course (subject to approval by the instructor). Students are encouraged to
come up with their own questions/topics for their paper, but suggestions will be provided
during the course. Papers may be written in English or Swedish.

SCHEDULE



DATE TOPIC READINGS

6/11 Background: J. L. Austin (1979)
Implicatures and Performatives H. P. Grice (1989)

12/11 Background: Beaver & Geurts (2011)
Presupposition and Projection Simons et. al. (2011)

19/11 Slurs and Pejoratives Williamson (2009)
Slurs as Conventional Implicatures Whiting (2013)

20/11 Slurs and Pejoratives Hom (2012)
Slurs as Literal Meaning Pullum (2016)

27/11 Slurs and Pejoratives Elizabeth Camp (2018)
Expressivism and Dual Act Analysis Richard (2018)

3/12 Slurs and Pejoratives Nunberg (2018)
Slurs as Conversational Implicatures

10/12 Generics Leslie & Learner (2016)
Generalization, Bias, and Prejudice Leslie (2018)

11/12 Generics Saul (2017)

Avoiding Generics?
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