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Course description 
In this course, we apply the libertarian moral theory to the problems of climate change. The aim of the course is threefold: (i) to explicate libertarianism considered as a basic moral theory, (ii) to investigate the implications of this theory for the problems of climate change, and (iii) to evaluate libertarianism on the basis of these implications. The main focus will be on (ii), involving discussions of issues related to emissions of greenhouse gases, appropriations of climate-relevant resources, climate risks, self-defense, the problem of historical emissions, climate impacts on future generations, governmental climate responses, and collective wrongdoing. 
Schedule
The course consists of eight meetings, and one written essay as examination. Each meeting revolves around a chapter in Torpman (2016), and some additional readings. The topics and readings for each time are as follows ("Ch X" refers to Torpman (2016) which is free to download via link below. The other texts are found on the reference list below):

Lecture
Topic

Issues discussed
         Literature to read
1 
Introduction. And the
The relevance of ethics to climate    Ch 1 & 2; Stern (2014);
basics of libertarianism
change. Non-aggression, rights,        Vallentyne & van der
consent, compensation, provisos.    Vossen (2014)
2
Emissions of 

Boundary-crossings, implicit
         Ch 3; Zwolinsky (2015);

greenhouse gases
consent, independent justifiers        Mack (2015)
3
Appropriation of 
Lockean, left-, and right-
         Ch 4; Locke (1960: ch V);
 
climate-relevant resources
libertarianism, emission-rights         Bovens (2011), 
4 
Risks related to, and self- 
Liberty-restrictions, psychological    Ch 5 & 6; Railton (1985); 

                           Defense regarding, climate       transgressions, innocent threats,      Nozick (1974: ch 4); 
 
Change

innocent bystanders.                           Otsuka (1994);

         


          Thomson (1971, 1991)
5 
Intergenerational 
Future generations, reproduction,   Ch 7; Parfit (1984: ch 16)  

climate issues

historical emissions                             Duus-Otterström (2014)
6 
Collective action and
Agreement, causal contribution,      Ch 8; Vallentyne (2008);

shared moral wrongdoing
implicit authorization
         Sinnot-Armstrong (2010)
7 
Governmental

Other-defense, legitimate state-      Ch 9; Vallentyne (2007);
 
climate responses
intervention, compensation
         Nozick (1974: ch 5-6)
8
Evaluating libertarianism
Bottom-up approaches, 
         Ch 10; Arnesson (2011); 



intuitions, coherency, pluralism       Nagel (1975)
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